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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The applicants amended claims 1-2 and 4-5 and added new claims 7-10 in the 
amendment received on 1 1/13/2008. 

Claims 1-10 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed in the amendment received on 1 1/13/2008 have been 
fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

A. The applicants argue with respect to claims 1 and 4 that Aoki fails to 
disclose or suggest that a second check is performed if, as a result of a first check, no 
malfunction pertinent to a network connection is detected. 

However, the examiner respectfully traverses. Aoki teaches when a connection 
is detected in a first check, or no malfunction pertinent to a network connection is 
detected, a second check is performed to determine if the connection does not have an 
error, or is normal (figure 21 , items S1 7, S21 -S22 and paragraph 01 1 2-01 1 3). Hence, 
Aoki teaches carrying out a second check, by the access controller, as to whether or not 
linkage to the network is normal if, as a result of a first check, no malfunction pertinent 
to the network connection is detect. 

Therefore, the applicants' arguments are not persuasive. 
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Claim Objections 

3. Claim 10 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Claim 10, lines 2 and 3 state "electronic device" and should state 

"electronic apparatus". 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-6 and 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Aoki et al. (U.S. Publication No. 2002/0047862 A1). 

With respect to claim 1 , Aoki teaches the management for connection to a 
network in which an electronic apparatus including an access controller for detecting the 
connection or the non-connection to a network cable (i.e., the signal processing section 
controls the operations of access to the network, paragraph 0086) and a micro- 
computer is used (i.e., the main body processing section includes a CPU, paragraph 
0091), said method comprising carrying out, in executing an application, a first check as 
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to determine if a malfunction pertinent to the network connection exists, by detecting the 
a state of electrical connection of said network cable responsive to a detection output of 
said access controller (i.e., the signal processing section detects errors such as cable 
pulling in or out and relays this to the main processing section, paragraph 0088); 
carrying out a second check, by said access controller, as to whether or not the linkage 
to said network is normal if, as a result of said first check, no malfunction pertinent to 
the network connection is detected (i.e., the signal processing section detects error 
information with regards to network operations while making a distinction between an 
error of the receiving system on the network and an error within the device, where the 
second check is performed as a result of the first check, paragraphs 90 and 109-1 13); 
and carrying out accessing of said application to said network if, as a result of said 
second check, the linkage to said network is normal (i.e., the checks are performed and 
can be changed in logical order and upon completion of the network checks, if no error 
is detected, processing continues, paragraph 0187). 

With respect to claim 2, Aoki teaches the management for connection to a 
network according to claim 1 wherein, if, as a result of said first check, the malfunction 
in said network connection is detected, an indication of the malfunction in said network 
is displayed, and wherein if, as a result of said second check, the malfunction in a 
linkage to said network is detected, an indication of the malfunction in said linkage to 
said network is displayed (i.e., the main body processing section determines the most 
appropriate error message to display in regards to the connection state and displays the 
message, paragraph 0092-0095). 
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With respect to claim 3, Aoki teaches the management for connection to a 
network according to claim 1 wherein the application carries out said first and second 
checks at a preset time interval (i.e., the checks are processed in an ordered fashion 
able to be controlled by the signal processing section at appropriately determined time 
intervals, figures 20-23 and paragraph 0174, or upon the instantiation of some event to 
the connection, such as a cable pulling out, paragraph 0088). 

With respect to claim 4, Aoki teaches an electronic comprising a connector jack 
for connection to a network cable; an access controller for detecting the connection or 
non-connection of said network cable to said connector jack (i.e., the signal processing 
section controls the operations of access to the network, paragraph 0086); and a micro- 
computer; said micro-computer carrying out, in executing an application (i.e., the main 
body processing section includes a CPU, paragraph 0091), a first check as to determine 
if a malfunction pertinent to connection to the network exists, by detecting the state of 
an electrical connection of said network cable, responsive to a detection output of said 
access controller (i.e., the signal processing section detects errors such as cable pulling 
in or out and relays this to the main processing section, paragraph 0088); carrying out a 
second check, by said access controller, as to whether or not the linkage to said 
network is normal if, as a result of said first check, no malfunction pertinent to the 
network connection is detected (i.e., the signal processing section detects error 
information with regards to network operations while making a distinction between an 
error of the receiving system on the network and an error within the device, where the 
second check is performed as a result of the first check, paragraphs 90 and 109-1 13); 
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and carrying out accessing of said application to said network if, as a result of said 
second check, the linkage to said network is normal (i.e., the checks are performed and 
can be changed in logical order and upon completion of the network checks, if no error 
is detected, processing continues, paragraph 0187). 

With respect to claim 5, Aoki teaches the management for connection to a 
network according to claim 1 wherein, if, as a result of said first check, the malfunction 
in said network connection, an indication of the malfunction in said network is displayed, 
and wherein if, as a result of said second check, the linkage to said network is not 
normal, an indication of the malfunction in said linkage to said network is displayed (i.e., 
the main body processing section determines the most appropriate error message to 
display, in regards to the connection state and displays the message, paragraph 0092- 
0095). 

With respect to claim 6, Aoki teaches the management for connection to a 
network according to claim 1 wherein the application carries out said first and second 
checks at a preset time interval (i.e., the checks are processed in an ordered fashion 
able to be controlled by the signal processing section at appropriately determined time 
intervals, figures 20-23, or upon the instantiation of some event to the connection, such 
as a cable pulling out, paragraph 0088). 

With respect to claim 8, Aoki teaches the method for management for connection 
to a network according to claim 1 , wherein a correction of the malfunction pertinent to 
the network connection is controllable by a user of said electronic apparatus (i.e., the 
display shows the reason why there is no connection, such as an unplugged cable, 
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which is a low order error and controllable by a user, paragraphs 90 and 134 and figure 
21, items S20 and S24). 

With respect to claim 9, Aoki teaches the method for management for connection 
to a network according to claim 1 .wherein a correction of the malfunction in a linkage to 
said network is not controllable by a user of said electronic apparatus (i.e., the display 
shows the reason why there is a connection error, such as connection error on another 
device, which is a high order error and not controllable by a user of the device, 
paragraphs 134-136 and figure 21, items 21-24). 

With respect to claim 10, Aoki teaches the method for management for 
connection to a network according to claim 1 , wherein the second check includes a 
time-out period during which said electronic device ceases to respond to a request from 
a user of said electronic device (i.e., the user requests to utilize a network with the 
device and the device does not respond with regards to the network request due 
checking a synchronizing signal during a fixed time, or a time-out, period, paragraphs 4, 
5, and 90). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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7. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Aoki et al. 
(U.S. Publication No. 2002/0047862 A1 ) in view of Hori et al. (US Patent 6,845,406). 

With respect to claim 7, Aoki teaches the method for management for connection 
to a network according to claim 1, wherein the first check comprises construing an error 
output of the access controller (i.e., the Mainbody Processing Section receives error 
outputs from the Signal Processing Section, paragraph 90). Aoki does not explicitly 
disclose a network interrupt output from the access controller. However, Hori teaches 
construing a network interrupt output from the access controller (i.e., the PCI bus of the 
modem, or access controller, outputs an interrupt for post connection, or network 
connection, to the CPU for processing, column 12, line 9-34), in order to maintain the 
status of having a network connection (Hori, column 3, lines 7-14). Therefore, based on 
Aoki in view of Hori, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to utilize the teachings of Hori to the system of Aoki in 
order to maintain the status of having a network connection. 



Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to THOMAS LEE whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
7292. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 7:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Hwang can be reached on (571) 272-4036. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Thomas Lee/ 
Art Unit 4142 
4 December 2008 

/Joon H. Hwang/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4142 



